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Hmong farmers begin growing, marketing in Minnesota
In the late 1970s, after the United States withdrew from the Southeast Asian
conflict, more than 10,500 Southeast Asian refugee families settled in the Twin
Cities area. In 1983, Extension launched an intensive program to help these
families support themselves by growing, processing and marketing vegetables.
After four years of training and Extension's help in setting up an agricultural
business cooperative, Hmong farmers set off on their own.
Today, many people of Southeast Asian descent sell produce through
Minnesota's agricultural specialty markets and farmers markets. Extension's
early work with banks, businesses, agencies and communities also created the
current network of resources for Hmong and other immigrant farmers across
Minnesota.
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